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which even yet cannot be regarded in all cases as definitely
solved. These problems group themselves under the headings
of Nationality, Religion, Art andcLiterature, and in this order
we shall now proceed to consider them.

NATIONALITY.

It has been said above that to the Safawfs belongs the
credit of making Persia, after the lapse of eight centuries
and a half, " a nation once again/* This is true,
t but the nationalism which thus found expression
was very different in several respects from the
various fqj*ms of nationalism with which we are
familiar at the present day. Language and race, which are
the key-notes of the latter, played a very small part in it
compared with religion. At no time was the mutual hatred
of Turk and Persian more violent and bitter than during
the eight years (A.D. 1512-1520) when Sultdn Salfm "the
Grim," and Shdh Isma'fl, the founder of the Safawi power,
were the respective protagonists of the two nations. The
c despatches of this period, recorded by Firfdiin Bey, pass
from the realm of diplomacy to that of vulgar abuse, and
"rascally Red-heads" (Awbdsh-i-Qizil-bdsK) is the politest
expression wherewith the Turkish Sultdn refers to his Persian
foes. The cause of this intense hatred, equally adequate and
obvious, will be discussed under the heading of " Religion,"
but it did not extend to race or language. When America
entered the late War it was stated in the newspapers that
in certain towns the people, to give vent to their hatred of
everything German, collected all the German books they
could find and burned them. No Turk or Persian of the
sixteenth century would have given expression to his feelings
of hostility in so puerile a fashion. On the contrary, it is a
remarkable fact that while Sultdn Salfm and Shdh Isma'fl
both possessed considerable poetic talent, the former wrote
almost exclusively in Persian, and the latter, under the pen-